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A burial site at 6,700 meters is giving scientists
the best look yet at grisly Incan sacrificial rites

By MlBHA.EL D. I.EMDHIGK

¥ MODERD STMD:'LRDS THE HOS-
tile summit of Mount Liullaillaco,
“in the Argentine Andes, is o
place for kids, The ancient Inea
saw things d1ffarentiv though,
and so it was that one day, some
500 vears ago, three children ascended
 the frigid and treacherous upper slopes
af the 5,700-m peak, ]
The thrac_ had spent e
time at the 5200-m o
evel, taking part in
muals that can only
‘be guessed at, Now,
accomipanied by A ret-
inue of adults, they
moved steadily up-
waircl They would not
“return, Once at the
summit, the echil-
dren—two girls and a
oy, behween eight
cand 15 wears old-
would be ritually sac-
rificed and entombed
 beneath L5 mof rocky
rnbble: They may
even have heen bur-
ied alive.
And there the

story might have ended but for the tireless.

efforts of Johan Reinhard, an indepen-
dent archacologist funded }:nr the Mation-
al Geographic Society, Reinhard’s spe-
: «uiult is sealing the Andes'in search of
sacrificial remains: he had already locat-
ed 15 bodies, ilmludmg the famed ice
maiden he found in 1995, But these three,

whose discovery he announeed last weel,

are by far the most impressive. They were
frozen salid within hours of their burial,

Two of the bodies arve almost perfectly
presevved; the thivd was evidently dam-
aged by lightning, The children's internal
organs are not only intact but also stll
contain blogd, Savs Craig Morris, an ex-

pert on Andean archacology at New York

 City’s American Musenm of Natural His-
tory: “It is truly a fantastic discovery,”

i dietand their nia to try and establish their
relationship to other ethnic groups,

el : | Alres and  Alice
- What makes it so fantastic is not just |

| the bodies themselves, bul also the wealth
of artifacts that were buried along with
them: 36 gold and silver statues, small wo-
ven bags, 4 ceramic vessel, Teather sandals,
asmmall Harma fipuve and seashell necklaces,
Cme of the girls, savs Reinhard, “has a
beautitul yellow, geometrically desizned
cover laid over her” Her head sports a
plume of feathers and a golden mask,
Some of the bodies were provisioned
e o with bunedles of food
i wrappoed in alpaca
skin, which indicates
i that the children came
from the Incan soeial 0
ElltE ~not sUrpr mmg,_ A
since only people of
high status would _ i T
¢ have been considered e e
- oworthy of saerifice. g
Little is known about
the sacrificial cereme-
ny itself these ohjects,
along with others
found at the lower
oy camp, should tell ar-
¢ chaeologists plenty.
The preserved
bodies, meanwhile,
will give scientists an 1
unprecedented look 3
at Incan physiology:
Reinhard and his team took care to pack
the children in plastic, snow and insulating
toam before hauling them dewn the
‘mountain, and the Argentine military
whisked them off to the niearhy town of
Salta. There, experts will analyze their
storiiachs to find outwhat they ate for their
' last meal, their organs for elues about their
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Heinhard will head
hack inbo the moun-

: = 5 =
‘tains, There 15 no |

telling how many
more hodies te-
nin bo be found,
—Repoctod by van
Briscoe/Buanos

Park{Mew York
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THIN-81R SCIENCE:
On Mount Liulkillaco’s




