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A burial site af 6,700 meters is giving scientists the

best look yet at Vgrisly “Incan “sacrificial “rites
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B By modern standards, the "hostile “summit of Mount
Llullaillaco, in the Argentine Andes, is no place for kids.
The ancient Inca saw things differently though, and so it
was that one day, some 500 years ago, three children
fascended the “frigid and “treacherous upper “slopes of the
GF00-m peak. The three had spent time al the 5,200-m
level, taking part in “rituals that can only be guessed at.
Mow, accompanied by a ®retinue of adults, they moved
steadily upward. They would not return, Onee al the
summit, the children—two girls and a boy, between eight
and |5 years old—would be ritually sacriliced and
“entombed beneath 1.5 m of rocky "rubble, They may
even have been buried alive,
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B And there the story might have ended but [or the tireless efforts of
Johan Reinhard, an independent “archacologist funded by the National
Geographic Society. Reinhard’s “specialty is "scaling the Andes in
search of sacrificial “remains; he had already located 15 bodies,
including the lamed ice
“rnaiden he Tound in 1995, But
these three, whose discovery
he announced last week, are
by far the most impressive,
They were frozen “solid
within hours of their burial,
Two of the bodies are almost
perfectly "preserved; the third
was evidently damaged by
lightning. The children’s
“internal organs are noel only
“intact but also still contain
blood. Says Craig Morris, un
expert on Andean archacology
at Mew York Clity's American
Museum of Natural History;
“Te is truly a "fantaslic

discovery”

3] What makes il so
fantastic is not just the bodies
themselves, but also the
wedlth of “artifacts that were buried along with them: 36 gold and
silver “statues, small *woven bags, a “ceramic “vessel, leather “sandals.
i small “lama figure and seashell necklaces. One of the girls, says
Reinhard. “has a beautiful yellow, “seometrically designed cover laid

over her” Her head “'sports a “plume of feathers and a golden mask,

SRR 4 B (B R 5 5 I 2, 5L B BT 7 5 A e A

Bl

B PR B — R
RIS T 0 TG = AETRIS i Tt e 2 B
A A AR T B - T M
|G S5 2 A (PR« 12 AT SR 7|
LB fg.?:".fﬂl— MRS

WAL |0 flffLJ_,J

AR EE = .E':E
e mAEHMEE
S I LATE o b P ol
] B i g EE g
(oo Ry R B
AT T ST AT e e -
b — 5L HI 55 e 4o 34 %)
AU o S8 S ][
TP RS 0 52 7 )
F1 1 EL g AT i
HE e FEET TS M B s
8 5 S o A
i B BRI AR
TIE 2 T 140 s

<k

¥ OIS S5 O

¥ RN T

At

EITi

'.|.

2

P

2

B AR
Mg HEYE
W ZRas g ¢ =k
B AR~ R R T R
SRR N - LU R A -
RS R I T G | e
TR E R TIPSR = ) BTG |- e
il L < 1) EL

H Ei
T archaeoloalst | ok nlatars 5 mcloen im0 13 ortifost () TS &y sandal {n.y B
(n.y BEHEE &) sallcd {o) §R Y - B Z) stotue (o SHE Pl [ loma] fn.) BERR | BRGS
Dy specialty Tspefalu] () BEE 71 presere O BRTE I weonian [0, AN 3 B
3} scale pyEE Ay iternal fogy FEaes P Ta i o caa e | &y geometrioaly Lgia metrkat)|
43 rarmaing 0 EET - S Pyintact fo) SRR ER Ay capearmi s mean k] £0,) B (oiche ) BRI EE
103 fardastico o) T30 B B soorh iy R
Sy vossal 00 39 100 plurne (nay (SRR ) S

TINME EXPRESS
Tul, 19w &



Meows
Window

il

BT

B Some of the bodies were ‘provisioned with “bundles of food
wrapped in “alpaca skin. which indicates that the children came from
the Incan social “élite—nol surprising, since only people of high
“status would have been considered warthy of sacrifice. Little is known
about the sacrificial *ceremony itsell; these objects, along with others

found at the lower camyp, should tell archasologists plenty.
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B  The preserved bodies, meanwhile, will give scientists an
"unprecedented look at Incan “physiology. Reinhard and his team ook
care to pack the children in plastic, snow and “insulating “foam before
“hauling them down the mountain, and the Argentine military
“whisked them off (o the nearby town of Salta. There, experts will
analyze their "stomachs to find oul what they ate for their last meal,
their organs for clues about their diet and their pya 1o oy and establish
their relationship to other “ethnie groups, Reinhard will head back into
the mountains, There is no elling how many more bodies remain 10 be
found.

(TIME, Ape 19 1999, o040 By MICHAEL 13 LEMONTCK)
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