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ENCYCLOPAEDIA CINEMATOGRATPHICA — Editor: G, WoLr

Jorax G, REivHARD, New Lenox, [11.:
FilmE 2199

Raute (Nepal) — Camp Scenes and Bartering

Author of the Publication: Jorax G Rervpann

With 2 Figures

Srermmary of the Fila:

Raute (Nepal) = Camp Scenes and Bartering. General scenes taken in a Raure camp show
basic activities such as hulling rice, hringing water, and working on wood objects, A few
scenes show Rauce on thedr way to bunt amd trading wooden bowls for grain.

Laalialt des Filos:

Raute {Nepal) — Lagerleben und Tauschhandel. Der Filny, autpenommen in einem Baute
Lager, zeigt digliche Arbeiten wic Feisschilen, Wasserhelen und Arbeir an Holzgepen-
stinden. Danach folgen Aufnabmen von Ravte aof dem Weg zur Jagd und beim Tausch-
handel vor Holzschalen gegen Gerreide.

Hesumé dn Fifn

Raji {Népal) — Vie dans le camp et troc. Le film montre les activites fondamentales Jans un
campement Raute telles que le décorticage du iz, le cranspore de P'eaw e Lz confection
d'objers en bois. Suivent des seénes qui montrenr des Raute aller 3 la chasse er échanger des
baols en bois pour du gram.

General Preliminary Remarks

The Raute are one of the last nomadic hunting and gathering rribes left in Asia,
Numbering onlv abour 125, they still speak their own Tibeto-Burman laneuage
and maintain a way of life now unique in the Himalayas, They travel through che
middle hill region of West Nepal hunting monkevs with ners, gathering forest
produce, and crading wooden bowls wich villagers,

U The rescarch upon which this article is based was supporcted by prants from the Wenner-
Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research and the Avstrian Academy of Sciences. Film
material was contributed by the Instirur fiir den Wisseoschaftlichen Film, Gartingen,
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The Raute claim to hune exclusively the rhesns and langur monkevs, They ey 1o
avoid living near villagers and do not allow villagers ro follow them nor observe
them during a hunt or while eating monkey meat. Cttherwise they believe their hunt-
ing deity will ruin their bunting, Monkeys are not killed by villagers, although

Fig, |. Camp after rain. Huts lave been recnforced with grass, and blankets
Pt ont todry

they will oecasionally request Rauee to kill them because they ear their coops. Thus
mankeys are quite numerous in many parts of Western Nepal, They are killed by
being surrcunded on three sides and driven into nets where they are beaten with
axes and clubs. Although monkeys can be found throughout Wesr Nepal, they are
more prevalent in some areas than others. However, the major factors influencing
the movements of the Raute appear to be trading possibilines and climate, The
Raute keep to the lower alutudes during the winter and return ro higher aleitudes
during the hot season and monsoon. 1 trading and hunting possibilitics are limited,
the Ravte will divide inte two bands which will rejoin later,

In contrast to the hunting of monkeys, forest produce s said to have been consider-
ahly depleted through the years due o mereased sertlement of areas and the con-
comitant utilization of forest produce by villagers. grazing, and the burning of
forest undergrowrh. The construction and trading of wooden objecrs, especially
bowls, with villagers for grain foods has come to be of great importance in the
ceonomy of the Rante. Normally the Raote exchange bowls and boxes for the
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amount of grain {rice, maize, ete.) which it takes o {ill them, although secasionally
they will exchange wood objects for cloth and utensils, The Raute also make two
types of bowls for cheir own use which are not traded with villagers., Long and
short handled axes, lurge and small adzes and chisels are the primary rools used
in the construction of wood objects. The iron parts of these tools are obtained in

Fig. 2, Woman with children hulling rice

trade from village blacksmiths, & medium sized how! rkes a few hours 1o make,
but large boxes may rake several days to complete. Freshly made wooed objects are
kept aur of the sun and wind, and will often be placed in water to keep them fram
drying and cracking before rrading. The ohjects are rubbed with wer red earth, if
available, which is thaught ro add strength and good fortune. Waomen may da this,
while omly men may construct the objecrs. When the abjects are traded, the Raute
often give them a blessing. After trading in an arca, the Raute will not return for
some time, perhaps not for yvears, With increased reliance on rrade with the vil-
lagers, the Raute have become caught in an unpleasant circle. In order to survive
they must cut down trees to obrain wood, This in turn angers some villagers and
rurts councer to laws against the felling of cortain types of trees.

The Raute rarely stay longer than a few weeks in any one place. In the winter they
ofren build their camps on rice fields which are Iying fallow. Women are prinarily
responsible for the construction of huts which are made of branches and saplings.
These are oceasionally strengthened by adding prass and mats, and in some cases
tents are rigged inside them. [n the interior of the hut one may see a hole dug for a
fire, straw, leaves or pine needles to sleep on, old hlankets, firewood, cooking
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utensils, wooden water containers and bowls, and metal ports. Often iron cooking
stands, axes, adees, and winnowing travs are available. The huts number about
3536 if the tribe has not divided. In appearance there is little to distinguish Raure
from villagers of West Nepal, except their clothing tends to be old and patched,
They have the unusual custom of refusing to drink flowing water, drinking instead
only spring water. The tvpes of meals caren are similar o those of the villagers, and
one of the staples, rice, is hulled using a long wooden pestle (common o the vil-
lagers) and a wooden morter set in an open area and shared by other members of
the community. The women also use hoes or sharpened sticks to gather yams,
of which the Dioscorea sativa appears ro be the most common. Interestingly rthe
Raute even use wooden contaimers made by other castes, They do have one specially
made wooden bax in which are kepr objects used in worshipping one of their
deities, This box is said 1o be the responsibility of one man who cares for the
objects and therr use in worship L

Notes on Making of the Film

The film was made during the frst week of February, 1969, near the village of
Kalimati in Surkher Disericr, West Nepal. Due o the hostility of the Raute to our-
siders, especially regarding the hunting and eating of monkeys, only a few general
scenes af camp life and trading could be obtained.

Technical data: camera: Bell and Howell Model 70-D; lenses: Switar 16 min,
Bausch and Lomb 25 mm, Yvar 75 mm; camera speed: 24 f/g; film marerial: Kodal
Plus X, black and white negative film type 7231,

Description of Film

A Raute camp built on a fallow lving rice field is shown, following which are a
few scenes of Raute inside and outside hurs ar their camp. The box containing
objects of worship 1s visible in one scene, Women kick rice into a mortar and hull it
using a long pestle, & woman and child collect water from a spring, A scene of men
working on a wood box is followed by thar of rwo bovs curting the sides of a such
a box, A woman applics mud o a wooden bowl, A few scenes show Raute men and
boys on their way to hunt and women wallking throngh the forest on their way
to collece tubers, In the closing scenes two Raute are seen filling bowls with rice
which they then pour on to their blankets, bundle up, and carry away.
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U Far further information on the Raare see REINHART [ 1].
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